PSNet

PATIENT SAFETY NETWORK

National Patient Safety Foundation agenda for research
and development in patient safety.

September 29, 2017

Cooper JB, Gaba DM, Liang B, et al. The National Patient Safety Foundation agenda for research and
development in patient safety. MedGenMed. 2000;2(3):E38.
https://psnet.ahrg.gov/issue/national-patient-safety-foundation-agenda-research-and-development-patient-

safety

The authors begin this article by providing background on patient safety issues, a definition of patient
safety, and strategies and goals for research, followed by a detailed outline of the National Patient Safety

Foundation (NPSF) agenda. The authors emphasize the need to address issues along the continuum of
patient safety, including epidemiology of error, error mechanisms, developing interventions, and
implementation of error-reducing processes. They outline the advantages and disadvantages of targeted
versus investigator-initiated research and balancing emphasis on researching basic mechanisms versus
identified safety problems. The authors conclude that the ultimate test will be to determine whether NPSF
programs have an impact on frontline providers. The agency will conduct studies to determine the efficacy
of its programs.
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