
Incidence of adverse events and negligence in

hospitalized patients. Results of the Harvard Medical

Practice Study I.

February 18, 2011

Brennan TA, Leape LL, Laird NM, et al. Incidence of Adverse Events and Negligence in Hospitalized

Patients. N Engl J Med. 1991;324(6):370-376. doi:10.1056/nejm199102073240604.

https://psnet.ahrq.gov/issue/incidence-adverse-events-and-negligence-hospitalized-patients-results-

harvard-medical

As part of a multidisciplinary study of malpractice and medical injury, the Harvard Medical Practice Study

set forth to estimate the incidence of injuries caused by medical management and those resulting from

negligent or substandard care. A review of more than 30,000 randomly selected acute care hospitalized

cases was used to obtain estimates of injuries. The authors found that adverse events occurred in 3.7% of

hospitalizations; 27% of these were due to negligence. Population estimates yielded more than 2 million

adverse events in New York hospitals in 1984, with more than 20,000 of these adverse events involving

negligence.

https://psnet.ahrq.gov/issue/incidence-adverse-events-and-negligence-hospitalized-patients-results-harvard-medical
https://psnet.ahrq.gov/issue/incidence-adverse-events-and-negligence-hospitalized-patients-results-harvard-medical

