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Measuring safety climate in health care continues to generate tremendous interest, and a variety of tools

are now available. This study extends this research by demonstrating a relationship between a unit's safety

climate and its adherence to patient safety practices. Surveying nearly 1000 nurses from 69 inpatient units,

the investigators focused on one element of safety climate—the nursing subclimate. Positive nursing

subclimate predicted safer medication and emergency safety practices. The authors suggest that focusing

on interventions that improve safety climate, including effective leadership initiatives, may improve patient

outcomes, though they acknowledge that their study evaluated safety practices rather than true adverse

events.
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