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Medication errors in patients with cancer are a known safety concern, both with chemotherapy orders and
with potential drug interactions and duplicate prescriptions. This study examined nearly 1500 adult and
pediatric outpatient visits involving 12,000 medications to describe the prevalence and potential prevention
strategies for medication errors. Error rates were found to be 7.1% in the adult visits and 18.8% in the
pediatric visits with more than half of all errors occurring during administration. The latter finding was
notable because investigators discovered that administration errors often resulted from confusion over two
sets of orders written at different times. The authors advocate for greater attention to and communication
about error prevention strategies given the trend toward cancer treatment in the outpatient setting.
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