PSNet

PATIENT SAFETY NETWORK

Complications and death at the start of the new academic
year: is there a July phenomenon?

February 24, 2010

Inaba K, Recinos G, Teixeira PGR, et al. Complications and death at the start of the new academic year: is
there a July phenomenon? J Trauma. 2010;68(1):19-22. doi:10.1097/TA.0b013e3181b88dfe.
https://psnet.ahrg.gov/issue/complications-and-death-start-new-academic-year-there-july-phenomenon

Trauma patients admitted in the early weeks of the academic year were in fact more likely to experience in-
hospital complications than patients admitted at the end of the academic year, according to this analysis
conducted at a large trauma center with around-the-clock, in-house attending physician supervision.
However, the overall risk-adjusted mortality rate remained the same across both periods. The introduction
of new, inexperienced residents and students in July has been termed the "July phenomenon” due to its

purported association with adverse events, and a recent Australian study also found an increase in
anesthesia-related errors associated with the beginning of the academic year.
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