PSNet

PATIENT SAFETY NETWORK

Medical errors in US pediatric inpatients with chronic

conditions.

December 2, 2014

Ahuja N, Zhao W, Xiang H. Medical errors in US pediatric inpatients with chronic conditions. Pediatrics.
2012;130(4):e786-e793. doi:10.1542/peds.2011-2555.
https://psnet.ahrg.gov/issue/medical-errors-us-pediatric-inpatients-chronic-conditions

Pediatric inpatients with chronic medical conditions had significantly higher rates of iatrogenic medical
errors in this study, which analyzed the AHRQ-sponsored Kids' Inpatient Database. Nearly half of the

pediatric inpatients in this large national sample had at least one chronic medical condition, and among
these patients, the overall medical error rate was almost four times higher than the rate among children
without chronic medical conditions. This association remained statistically significant after adjusting for
patient and hospital characteristics, disease severity, and length of stay. The association between medical
complexity and the risk of preventable harm while hospitalized has also been demonstrated in adult

inpatients.
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