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More than a decade ago, stories of wrong site surgeries and retained surgical objects galvanized the

patient safety movement. Despite public uproar and attention focused on these never events, such

incidents continue to occur at alarming rates. This study found that surgeons make these mistakes more

than 4000 times per year in the United States. Related malpractice payments have amounted to more than

$1.3 billion over the last 20 years. Although this financial burden is substantial, it may pale in comparison to

the degree of patient harm resulting from these preventable errors. An incident of wrong-site surgery is

discussed in an AHRQ WebM&M commentary.
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