PSNet

PATIENT SAFETY NETWORK

A prospective study of suicide screening tools and their
association with near-term adverse events in the ED.

November 20, 2015

Chang BP, Tan TM. Suicide screening tools and their association with near-term adverse events in the ED.
Am J Emerg Med. 2015;33(11):1680-1683. d0i:10.1016/j.ajem.2015.08.013.
https://psnet.ahrg.gov/issue/prospective-study-suicide-screening-tools-and-their-association-near-term-

adverse-events-ed

Suicidal ideation is a challenging clinical problem in the emergency department. This prospective study
found that commonly used suicide screening questionnaires did not predict which patient would require
unscheduled psychiatric evaluation, sedating medications, or physical restraints. These results highlight the
need for improved tools to identify which patients are most at risk for instability in the emergency
department.
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