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Glove and gown precautions are a cornerstone of infection control in hospital settings. Prior studies have

shown that patients under infection control precautions are more likely to experience adverse events,

presumably due to fewer observations by providers, for whom entering isolation rooms requires time and

effort. This cluster randomized trial examined whether patients in intensive care units that employed

universal glove and gown precautions (contact precautions on all patients) experienced more adverse

events (as measured by the IHI Global Trigger Tool) than those in units with standard precautions (contact

precautions only for patients known to be infected or colonized with certain organisms). Rates of adverse

events were similar in units with universal gown and glove precautions and those with standard

precautions. These results suggest that universal glove and gown precautions are safe enough to test as

an infection control strategy, though their overall efficacy remains uncertain.
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