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The concept of "number needed to treat" is used to quantify the number of patients who would need to

undergo therapy to prevent one adverse clinical outcome. This study of opioid prescribing in an academic

emergency department found that prescribers had to view more than 123 unnecessary alerts to prevent

one adverse drug event. Studies such as this help quantify the number needed to treat for computerized

warnings, a critical step forward in understanding and mitigating alert fatigue.
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