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Although medical malpractice law is intended to deter negligence among health care providers and

promote quality health care, it can result in defensive medicine. This commentary provides three

recommendations to change the malpractice system: enhance awareness of medical error as a learning
opportunity, build physician support systems, and reform the malpractice process to align with patient

safety goals.


https://psnet.ahrq.gov/issue/changing-medical-malpractice-system-align-what-we-know-about-patient-safety-and-quality
https://psnet.ahrq.gov/issue/changing-medical-malpractice-system-align-what-we-know-about-patient-safety-and-quality
https://psnet.ahrq.gov/issue/relationship-between-state-malpractice-environment-and-quality-health-care-united-states
https://psnet.ahrq.gov/issue/conditions-influence-impact-malpractice-litigation-risk-physicians-behavior-regarding-patient
https://psnet.ahrq.gov/issue/learning-mistakes-factors-influence-how-students-and-residents-learn-medical-errors
https://psnet.ahrq.gov/issue/learning-mistakes-factors-influence-how-students-and-residents-learn-medical-errors
https://psnet.ahrq.gov/primer/second-victims-support-clinicians-involved-errors-and-adverse-events

