
Defining, estimating, and communicating overdiagnosis

in cancer screening.

July 10, 2018

Davies L, Petitti DB, Martin L, et al. Defining, estimating, and communicating overdiagnosis in cancer

screening. Ann Intern Med. 2018;169(1):36-43. doi:10.7326/M18-0694.

https://psnet.ahrq.gov/issue/defining-estimating-and-communicating-overdiagnosis-cancer-screening

Overdiagnosis is a growing area of concern within patient safety. The associated overtreatment that results

from overdiagnosis can lead to increased financial stress and harm for patients. Although prior research

has shown that breast cancer screening may identify lesions that are not clinically meaningful and may lead

to unnecessary testing and procedures, explaining the concept of overdiagnosis to patients and providers

remains challenging. In this paper, the authors support the United States Preventive Services Task Force

cancer screening guidelines and propose a standard definition of overdiagnosis as it relates to cancer

screening—the detection of cancer through screening that would not have been otherwise diagnosed in a

person's lifetime had screening not taken place. A past PSNet perspective highlighted overuse as a patient

safety problem.
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