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Labor and delivery is an inherently high-risk care setting. The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality

adapted its Comprehensive Unit-based Safety Program, a best practice toolkit incorporating teamwork,

human factors engineering principles, and simulation training, for labor and delivery. In this pre–post

evaluation study, staff reported improved safety culture and teamwork. Obstetric trauma and primary

cesarean delivery rates declined after the intervention, but neonatal birth trauma rates increased. The

authors note that incomplete implementation and lack of sustained program participation observed in the

study should be addressed in order to improve obstetric and neonatal care safety. A recent Annual

Perspective emphasizes the rising rate of severe maternal morbidity and summarizes national initiatives to

improve safety in maternity care.
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