PSNet

PATIENT SAFETY NETWORK

New persistent opioid use after postoperative intensive
care in US veterans.

June 19, 2019

Karamchandani K, Pyati S, Bryan W, et al. New Persistent Opioid Use After Postoperative Intensive Care
in US Veterans. JAMA Surg. 2019;154(8):778-780. doi:10.1001/jamasurg.2019.0899.
https://psnet.ahrg.gov/issue/new-persistent-opioid-use-after-postoperative-intensive-care-us-veterans

This retrospective cohort study within a Veterans' Affairs hospital examined persistent opioid use among

patients receiving their initial opioid prescription in the surgical intensive care unit. Researchers found that
younger patients and those with a history of substance use disorder were more likely to develop persistent
opioid use after an intensive care stay. However, the proportion of patients with persistent opioid use has
been declining over time.
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