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Medicare's Hospital-Acquired Condition (HAC) Reduction Program provides financial incentive to hospitals

by reducing reimbursements to those with elevated rates of health care-associated infections. This study

found that community segregation impacts hospital HAC performance, and that hospitals in diverse

communities fared worse than hospitals in homogenous communities. Policymakers should consider

community socioeconomic status when designing performance measures and incentive programs, since

factors such as health literacy and community health affect hospital performance. PSNet's Primer on Health

Care- Associated Infections provides an explanation of infections as one of the HACs.

https://psnet.ahrq.gov/issue/medicares-hospital-acquired-condition-reduction-program-and-community-diversity-united-states
https://psnet.ahrq.gov/issue/medicares-hospital-acquired-condition-reduction-program-and-community-diversity-united-states
https://psnet.ahrq.gov/primer/health-care-associated-infections
https://psnet.ahrq.gov/primer/health-care-associated-infections

