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This study examined the prevalence and risk factors for COVID-19 infection among frontline healthcare

personnel who work with COVID-19 patients. Serum specimens were collected from a convenience sample

of 3,248 frontline personnel between April 3 and June 19, 2020.  Six percent (6%) tested positive for

SARS-CoV-2 antibodies; a high proportion of these individuals did not suspect that they had been

previously infected. This study highlights the role that asymptomatic COVID-19 infections play and authors

suggest that enhanced screening and universal use of face coverings in hospitals are two strategies to

reduce COVID-19 transmissions in healthcare settings.
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