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While research shows that better nurse staffing ratios are associated with improved patient outcomes,
policies setting minimum nurse-to-patient ratios in hospitals are rarely implemented. In 2016, select
Queensland (Australia) hospitals implemented minimum nurse staffing ratios. Compared to hospitals that
did not implement minimum nurse staffing ratios, length of stay, mortality, and readmission rates were
significantly lower in intervention hospitals, providing evidence, once again, that minimum staffing ratios
can improve patient outcomes.
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