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Unintentionally retained foreign objects (RFO) following surgery is a never event. In this study, researchers
observed 36 surgical procedures to quantify and describe interruptions and distractions present during

surgical counting. Interruptions (e.g., the surgeon or another nurse talking to the scrub nurse) and
distractions (e.g., music, background noise) were common. Several suggestions to minimize interruptions
and distractions during surgical counts are made.
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