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Structured tools are increasingly used to identify diagnostic errors and related harms using electronic

health record data. In this study, researchers compared the performance of two validated tools (Safer Dx

and the DEER taxonomy) to identify diagnostic errors among patients with preventable or non-preventable

deaths. Findings indicate that diagnostic errors and diagnostic process failures contributing to death were

higher in preventable deaths (56%) but were also present in non-preventable deaths (17%).
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