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Although patient safety is a national priority, preventable harm among patients remains high. After

analyzing national death certificate data from 1999 through 2019, researchers in this study found that
medical adverse events were listed as the underlying cause of death in 0.24% of deaths. From 2014 to
2019, researchers identified a nearly 16% annual increase in deaths attributed to adverse events, primarily
driven by procedure-related adverse events and possibly related to the implementation of ICD-10 in 2015.
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