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The World Health Organization (WHQO) Surgical Safety Checklist is widely used, but implementation

challenges remain. This article describes the development of an electronic version of the surgical safety
checklist adapted for use on a personal device, and compared its use against the traditional paper-based
checklist. The electronic checklist had 100% use (compared to 98% for the traditional checklist) and
significantly higher frequency of completion (100% vs. 27%).
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