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Severe maternal morbidity continues to be a patient safety challenge. In this study, obstetric nurses and

physicians describe unique system factors that affect obstetric nurses when their patients experience
clinical deterioration in rural hospitals. Lack of resources included physical necessities such as a blood
bank as well as human resources in the form of staff practicing "at the top of their game". The researchers
describe a need for context specific policies and procedures for rural hospitals.
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