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Mnemonics are a commonly used memory aid to ensure standardized, structured handoffs between

providers. This review summarizes mnemonics used in perioperative handoffs. Situation, Background,

Assessment, Recommendation (SBAR) and SBAR variations were the most common, followed by I-PASS

(Illness severity, Patient summary, Actions list, Situation awareness, Synthesis), and I-PASS variants. Most

studies reported only on process outcomes; only four measured patient outcomes.
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