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Pharmacist's Role in Medication Safety
UC Davis PSNet Editorial Team | December, 15 2024
Pharmacists in all settings play a crucial role in medication safety.

Opioid Safety
UC Davis PSNet Editorial Team | December, 15 2024
The opioid epidemic has taken the lives of tens of thousands of patients. Much of the epidemic can be
ascribed to inappropriate prescribing of opioids, despite knowledge of the safety risks they pose. Current
efforts to improve opioid safety have primarily focused on safe opioid prescribing.

Perspectives

Antibiotic and Opioid Stewardship in Dentistry
December 7, 2020
This piece discusses overprescribing of antibiotics and opioids in dental care and challenges in
implementing stewardship programs.

Pharmacist Role in Patient Safety
February 21, 2020
This perspective describes key themes reflected in AHRQ PSNet resources released in 2019 related to
the role of the pharmacist in enhancing patient safety.

Web M&Ms

Patient Safety Events Involving Opioid Dose Stacking
Hollie Porras, PharmD, BCPS, and Cathy Lammers, MD | January 26, 2022
This WebM&M features two cases involving patients undergoing surgical procedures who received
perioperative opioid analgesics to aid in pain and sedation efforts and who experienced adverse events
due to opioid stacking. The commentary provides...
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Inappropriate prescribing of opioids for patients undergoing surgery.
Varady NH, Worsham CM, Chen AF, et al. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA. 2022;119:e2210226119.
Safe prescribing dictates that prescriptions should only be written for the patients who are intended to
use the prescribed medications. Using claims data, this analysis identified a high rate of opioid
prescriptions written for and filled by the...

Toward safer opioid prescribing in HIV care (TOWER): a mixed-methods, cluster-randomized trial.
Cedillo G, George MC, Deshpande R, et al. Addict Sci Clin Pract. 2022;17:28.
In 2016, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) issued an opioid prescribing guideline intended to
reverse the increasing death rate from opioid overdoses. This study describes the development,
implementation, and effect of a safe prescribing strategy...

Patient Safety Events Involving Opioid Dose Stacking
Hollie Porras, PharmD, BCPS, and Cathy Lammers, MD | January 26, 2022
This WebM&M features two cases involving patients undergoing surgical procedures who received
perioperative opioid analgesics to aid in pain and sedation efforts and who experienced adverse events
due to opioid stacking. The commentary provides...

Adverse events and emergency department opioid prescriptions in adolescents.
Worsham CM, Woo J, Jena AB, et al. Health Aff (Millwood). 2021;40:970-978.
Adolescent patients transitioning from pediatric to adult medicine may experience patient safety risks.
Using a large commercial insurance claims database, the authors compared opioid prescribing patterns
and risk for opioid-related adverse events ...
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